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Austria

In 2011, Austria’s net ODA amounted to USD 1.11 billion. Compared to 2010 – the year when Austrian ODA recovered

after dipping significantly in 2008 and 2009 – the 2011 ODA level represents a drop in real terms of 14.3%.

Despite rising to 0.32% in 2010, the Austrian ODA to GNI ratio fell short of the EU intermediate target of 0.51% for that year,

and contracted to 0.27% in 2011. Austria has reaffirmed its commitment to reach the EU target of 0.7% ODA/GNI, but recognises

that it will not be able to do so by the deadline of 2015 as domestic budget cuts have been announced that will run until 2014.

Bilateral and multilateral ODA

While averaging about 73% in 2006-08, the bilateral share of
Austrian net ODA was drastically reduced during the contrac-
tion of ODA in 2009, falling to 44%. When net ODA increased
in 2010, the bilateral share also grew, reaching 51%. However, it
fell again in 2011, showing – as for many EU member states –
that ODA cuts mainly affect the bilateral programme, as multi-
lateral ODA is often largely made up of assessed contributions to
the EU institutions. In 2010, Austrian bilateral ODA totalled
USD 612 million, while multilateral ODA was USD 596 million.

Composition of bilateral ODA

In 2010, only 17% of Austria’s gross bilateral ODA was coun-
try programmable, well below the DAC members’ average of

57% for that year. General budget support – which classifies as
country programmable aid – amounted to USD 4.24 million,
equivalent to 0.7% of bilateral ODA. The bilateral humanitarian
and food aid provided by Austria accounted for 4% of gross
bilateral ODA.

Focus on priority countries and LDCS

The total number of Austria’s recipient countries decreased
between 2007 and 2010, from 117 to 111. Despite this, bilateral
ODA is now more thinly spread throughout its recipients: the
share of Austria’s ODA allocated to its top ten recipients fell
from 78% in 2007 to 45% in 2010, and the share to its top
20 recipients dropped from 83% to 57% over the same period.

Figure V.8. Official development assistance: Austria
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In the context of its recent ODA cuts, Austria has narrowed
the number of its partner countries and is concentrating its
development co-operation on LDCs in Africa. The share of
gross ODA allocated to LDCs strongly increased between 2007
and 2010, from 6% to 33%. Austria’s gross ODA to LDCs
amounted to USD 206 million in 2010. When we consider the
allocation of country programmable aid, Austria has “signifi-
cant relations” with all of its priority countries, meaning that it
provides them with more than its global share of CPA and/or is
among the top donors that cumulatively provide 90% of CPA to
those countries. In addition, from 2007 to 2010 Austria was a
“significant partner” for around 79% of the countries that
received its country programmable aid.

Untied aid

Austria is among the DAC members that need to accelerate
efforts to untie its aid: in 2010, only 68% of its ODA was untied.
Untied aid declined sharply from 89% in 2006 to 55% in 2009,
and then increased slightly in 2010, reaching 68%.

ODA to gender equality and women’s empowerment

Austria’s Development Policy identifies gender as one of its
key cross-cutting themes. Support to activities that have gender
equality and women’s empowerment as a principal or signifi-
cant objective was volatile between 2002 and 2010: commit-
ments peaked at USD 101 million in 2008, but then declined
slightly in 2009 and dropped to USD 69 million in 2010.

ODA to environment and climate change mitigation

Environment and climate change are a concern of Austria’s
national policy, and efforts have been made in past years to
take those issues into account in its development co-operation.

Environment is one of the cross-cutting themes of Austrian
development co-operation.

Austria’s commitments to the objectives of the Rio conven-
tions increased in 2008, but then declined in 2009 and – more
sharply – in 2010. In 2010, Austria committed USD 16 million to
biodiversity, USD 22 million to climate change mitigation and
USD 8 million to combat desertification. All DAC members
– including Austria – started to report on support to climate change
adaptation in 2010, to which Austria allocated USD 6 million
in 2010.

Development financing beyond aid

With the exception of 2008, Austria shows yearly negative
net flows under the category “other official flows” (official
export credits and equities plus other bilateral assets), which
are modest compared to its ODA. Net private grants increased
nominally at an average rate of 4% between 2007 and 2010 and
totalled USD 167 million in 2010. Net private flows at market
terms are considerable (USD 3.6 billion in 2010), but much
more volatile as they dropped by 47% from 2007 to 2008 and by
70% from 2008 to 2009 before increasing again by 48% in 2010.
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